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 Newsletter February 2020 
Registered Charity number 297529  
 Chair’s message 
Welcome to our first Newsletter of 2020.  
 

As you will read in this newsletter, we have a full 

programme planned for the year by our very 

active committee and we particularly thank Deb 

Chapman who has taken on the role of Hon. 

Secretary.   
 

On the morning of Wednesday 18 March, we will 

have the annual gathering of Group Leaders and 

the Really Useful Group to thank them for all their 

continuing hard work and to provide relevant 

information about the workings of our U3A.   
 

On Wednesday 3 June, there is to be a National 

U3A Day and we hope to play our part along with 

1000 other U3As around the country in raising the 

profile of U3A locally and nationally, helping to 

challenge negative perceptions of older adults, 

and inviting other Third Agers to learn how U3A 

supports the lives of retired people. Further details 

are on the last page of the newsletter.   
 

Communications within our U3A has developed over the years for our growing membership 

helped by new technologies and now comprises a quarterly newsletter that gives an overview 

of future U3A activities; a slide show of notices at the Friday meeting; a monthly email 

Bulletin; a Website which has become increasingly significant; a biannual magazine and even 

a Facebook page and Twitter account. Pat Cockett is in the process of handing on her 

responsibility for some of these tasks. We now have a team of people working together. If you 

think you might be interested in joining the communications team, please contact Pat. We 

think this sort of teamwork is essential to sustaining future activity.   
 

For example, Jane Rayner has been involved in organising outings for the past five years. These 

are very popular, but Jane intends to stand down from the role at the end of this year. We 

need someone, or ideally two people, to take over. They could shadow Jane’s work this year 

and be ready to carry on for 2021.   
 

And last, and in some ways least, my role as chair ends in October. If anyone would like to find 

out more about volunteering for this or any other roles, please contact me or any other 

member of the committee and we can start with an informal chat.   
  

Mike Cockett    

 

Renewal of Membership for 2020  
 

The membership year for Reigate and 

Redhill U3A started on 1 January. We are 

delighted that most members have now 

renewed.  

 

If you have not yet renewed, please click 

here to download a Renewal Form or 

phone Heather Phipps on 01737 474015 

and ask for a paper copy.  

 

If for any reason you do not renew, your 

membership will lapse and you will not be 

eligible to attend Groups or meetings nor 

covered by U3A insurance. Please let 

Heather know If you have decided 

against renewing.  

 
Newsletter editor:  pat.cockett@rru3a.org.uk 

https://rru3a.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Renewal-form-2020-1-pdf.pdf
mailto:patcockett@rru3a.org.uk
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Committee  

2020-2021 
 

 

Chair 

Mike Cockett 

michael.cockett@rru3a.org.uk 

07703 842233 
 

Vice Chair 

Hilary Loney 

hilary.loney@rru3a.org.uk 

01737 474034 
 

Hon. Secretary 

Deb Chapman 

deb.chapman@rru3a.org.uk 

01737 474021 
 

Hon. Treasurer 

Martin Livesey 

martin.livesey@rru3a.org.uk 

01737 767757 

 
 

Committee Members 
 
 

Lloyd Chapman 

lloyd.chapman@rru3a.org.uk 

01737 768275 
 

Pat Cockett 

pat.cockett@rru3a.org.uk 

01737 760310 
 

John Cousins 

john.cousins@rru3a.org.uk 

01737 769814 
 

Jan Kennedy (formerly Brown) 

jan.kennedy@rru3a.org.uk 

07719 098872 (text only) 
 

Dennis Oakley 

dennis.oakley@rru3a.org.uk 

01737 765342 
 

Tina Pankhurst 

tina.pankhurst@rru3a.org.uk 

01293 430649 
 

Heather Phipps 

heather.phipps@rru3a.org.uk 

01737 474015 
 

Lynne Scott Douglas 

lynne.scottdouglas@rru3a.org.uk 

01883 349400 
 

Ann Weaver 

ann.weaver@rru3a.org.uk 

01737 643901 

 

Welcome to new members 

We would like to welcome the following new members 

who have joined recently:  

 

Jan Adcock, Nicola Baldwin, Andrea and Iain Banks, 

Susan and Richard Bax, Andrew and Roz Baxter, Libby 

and Philip Bisazza, Hugh and Kathy Bucknill, Sally 

Cantrell, Jill and John Dawson, Andrew Gillies, Mike 

Goulding, Val Greetham, Meuryn Iorwerth, Marie Jukes, 

Ann Locke, John and Jane Manfield, Rita Merritt, Bill 

Munro, Eve Olney, Tina Onions, Jim and Cher Palmer, 

Jean Perrin, Chris and June Richards, Jane Rumbles, 

Pattie Streatfield, Pam Sumpner, Sylvia Walker.  
  

We hope you enjoy the learning opportunities and 

friendship that U3A offers.  

 

If you have any questions please ask any of the  

Committee, who can be identified by their badges at 

the Friday meetings or contact them directly.  
 

Welcome and information meetings  

for new members 

 
 

Welcome meetings are held regularly for new 

members to meet the committee, to hear in 

more detail about what U3A has to offer and to 

get to know other new members. All members 

joining since November will receive a personal  

invitation to the next meeting at 10.00am on   

Wednesday 11 March    

in the meeting room at Reigate Park Church.  

 

We would love to hear from you if you joined 

Reigate and Redhill U3A recently, have not yet 

attended a meeting and would like to attend 

the meeting in March. Please send a message 

to Heather Phipps on  support@rru3a.org.uk or 

01737 474015 and you will be put on the list. 

WELCOME 

mailto:michael.cockett@rru3a.org.uk
mailto:hilary.loney@rru3a.org.uk
mailto:deb.chapman@rru3a.org.uk
mailto:martin.livesey@rru3a.org.uk
mailto:lloyd.chapman@rru3a.org.uk
mailto:pat.cockett@rru3a.org.uk
mailto:john.cousins@rru3a.org.uk
mailto:jan.kennedy@rru3a.org.uk
mailto:dennis.oakley@rru3a.org.uk
mailto:tina.pankhurst@rru3a.org.uk
mailto:heather.phipps@rru3a.org.uk
mailto:lynne.scottdouglas@rru3a.org.uk
mailto:ann.weaver@rru3a.org.uk
mailto:support@rru3a.org.uk
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Friday meetings 

At Reigate Park Church, Park Lane East, Reigate RH2 8BD at 2 pm 
Friday 6 March: Henry VIII - England’s Favourite King  

Tony Harris 
 

Tony Harris, actor/ historian and raconteur specialises in first person 

presentations of big characters in English history.  He brings his particular 

brand of lecture to us in the shape of Bluff King Hal - Henry VIII. 
 

He first played the role at Hampton Court Palace where he lived for two 

years while he performed as The Tudor tyrant for the benefit of thousands 

of tourists. His largest single audience was 20,000 people on one 

memorable night at Wembley Arena. Tony’s four costumes cost up to 

£2,000.  He is the resident monarch at the Mary Rose museum in 

Portsmouth where the latest development is to be a hologram of Tony 

which will greet visitors in perpetuity! 

Bring a friend 
Just a reminder – if you think friends might be interested in the topics of the Friday meetings they 

are welcome to attend. They will be offered a visitor badge and asked to sign in so that we 

have a record of attendance. 

Friday 3 April: Behind the Scenes at the BBC  

Peter Woodley 
 

Behind the Scenes at the BBC is based upon the programmes and the 

various things that have happened to Peter Woodley in his BBC career. 

When he started, some programmes were still being made in Black and 

White! During his time he progressed through the ranks of the masses of 

people working in the industry, seeing it change from Black and White to 

Colour, the introduction of Stereo Sound, the change to Widescreen, 

then Digital Television, and lastly the launch of High Definition, and 

ending as the most Senior Maker of Tea in the BBC! He had experience in 

the production side of television, which is where some of his stories come 

from.  
 

This is a light-hearted look at life and work in the television industry holding  

fast to the BBC’s intention to ‘Inform, Educate and Entertain’.  

Friday 1 May: The Spitfire Women of World War II 

Clare Walker 
 

A past Chairman of the British Women Pilots’ Association, in 2012 

Clare was inducted into the Women’s 1st Top 100 Club as one of 

the most influential women in hospitality, passenger transport, 

travel and tourism.  
 

After a career in national newspapers and magazine publishing, 

Clare came to aviation later in life, as a career in aviation for 

women was virtually unheard of in the 1960s. At the age of 50, 

she gained her fixed-wing single-engine licence, then her helicopter licence at 52 and finally her 

multi-engine rating the following year. It was through her membership of the British Women Pilots’ 

Association that she met and got to know many of the surviving female pilots who were the first 

women in the world to be paid to fly military aircraft – from fighter aircraft and four-engined 

bombers to the first British jet-engined aircraft.  



4 

Groups 

For me, being able to do things which I was unable to do whilst working has been at the very 

heart of my retirement. At the end of each year I tend to look back and think of all the new 

places I have visited, new challenges faced and skills acquired over the 12 month period.   

This year my challenge will be to learn to play Bridge.  
 

However, I would not be able to do that if it wasn’t for one of our members who volunteered 

to lead a new beginners group a few months ago, as the waiting list for learners like me, was 

incredibly long. Eight lucky members were able to start in September…I was still on the 

waiting list. However, I was simply thrilled when the group leader contacted me to ask if she 

could start a second group as she was enjoying working with the initial group so much. By the 

time you read this, we will have had our first session!  
 

I am hoping that there may well be some of you who just may like to lead a group. In fact, we 

are desperate for someone to lead a Bridge Improvers group as the current leader is no 

longer able to continue.  
 

Other groups requiring leaders include:  Italian Beginners, Military History, World Politics. 

Please do contact me if you think you could take on one of these groups, or even set up a 

group with totally different focus. Over the last year we have had a lot of new groups which 

have been initiated by individual members and all seem to be very successful.  
 

As a member of a group, please remember that you do need to let your group leader know if 

you are unable to attend a session. If three consecutive sessions are missed without 

notification, the assumption is that you no longer wish to be a member. This obviously does 

not apply to the few groups where there is no limit as to the number of members.  

Anyway….have a good year and hopefully you will be able to participate fully in any of the 

groups in which you are interested!  
 

Hilary Loney Groups Coordinator  groups@rru3a.org.uk    

The list of all the 

current groups are 

on the next two 

pages but please 

visit the  

Groups page  

of the website to 

find details  of 

those looking for 

new members.  

 

Coffee Mornings and Computing Help  
 

St Joseph’s Community Centre, Ladbroke Road, Redhill, RH1 1LF 
 

Everyone is welcome to attend the coffee mornings held 

once a month from 10.15am to 11.30am on different days 

of the week to avoid clashes with group meetings.  
 

There is usually a theme for each meeting and there are 

Help with Computing tables at each meeting. So, bring 

your mobile computing device with you if you need some 

advice. 
 

Tuesday 10 March, Thursday 23 April, Tuesday 19 May,  

Thursday 18 June, Tuesday 7 July, August - no coffee 

morning, Thursday 10 September, Tuesday 6 October, 

Thursday 12 November 

U3A Evenings   
Planning is about to start for this year’s evening events (see dates below). 

We are always looking for suggestions and inspiration from individuals or groups.  

Any topics are welcome - historical, scientific, local, literary or musical. So please send 

Mike your ideas at  michael.cockett@rru3a.org.uk  
 

Wednesday 25 March, Thursday 21 May, Tuesday 14 July, Thursday 24 September, 

Tuesday 8 December 

mailto:groups@rru3a.org.uk
https://rru3a.org.uk/groups/
mailto:michael.cockett@rru3a.org.uk
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Outings 

Friday 27 and Tuesday 31 

March 2020 
 

Tutankhamun Exhibition  
 

Waiting list only  

 

Wednesday 27 May 2020 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Day in the Kent 

Countryside – £52 
Morning visiting Godinton 

House & Gardens near 

Ashford with included 

morning coffee and biscuits. 

This ancient estate is 

surrounded by magnificent 

parklands with beautifully 

restored house and gardens. 

Coach to Tenterden where 

lunch may be purchased. 

Afternoon travel on the Kent 

& East Sussex Railway with 

included cream tea, from 

Tenterden to Bodiam, where 

our coach will be waiting for 

our return home at 5.00pm. 

July/August 2020  
 

Chichester Festival Theatre 

and West Dean Gardens 

Date and the name of the 

musical and cost to be 

advised in February 
 

Morning coffee and biscuits 

at West Dean Gardens, free 

time in Chichester for lunch, 

followed by the matinee 

performance of the musical 

at Chichester Theatre.  

Depart for home at 5.00pm. 

 

Wednesday 23 September 

2020 
 

Legal London – cost to be 

advised 
Meet our Blue Badge Guide 

at 10.30am for included 

morning coffee. Visit to 

Lincoln’s Inn, Staple Inn and 

Carey Street. Free time for 

lunch in Fleet Street.   
 

Afternoon visit to the Royal 

Courts of Justice and  

explore Inner & Middle 

Temple and the Church of 

the Knights Templar. The 

entry fee for the church is 

included. Depart for home 

at 4.30pm. 

 

Thursday 3 December 

2020 
 

Christmas at Kew 

Gardens – cost to be 

advised 
Arrive at Kew at 5pm for an 

after-dark sparkling winter 

trail, including festive 

coloured lights, flickering 

Fire Garden, silvery shards at 

the Treetop Walkway, Palm 

House Pond with jumping 

jets of light, as well as many 

more sights and sounds. 

Spiced cider, mulled wine 

and hot chocolate may be 

purchased. Depart for 

home by 8.00pm. 

If you are interested in any of these 

outings, contact Jane Rayner on  

outings@rru3a.org.uk  
or 01737 240973  

Autumn Holiday  
The Industrial Heritage and Art of the Black Country and the Potteries 

5 days and 4 nights from  
8 October 2020 

 

Cost £445 plus single supplement £99. 

We will be staying in a 4* hotel on the 

outskirts of Ironbridge and the  

holiday includes tours of the  

Wedgewood Factory and Museum, 

the Museum of the Jewellery Quarter 

of Birmingham, the National Trust’s 

Back to Backs restoration, a canal cruise, the Barber Institute and Harvington Hall. 

Contact Sally Baker for more details on sally.baker@rru3a.org.uk or 01737 221766 

mailto:outings@rru3a.org.uk
mailto:sally.baker@rru3a.org.uk
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Study Days  
Organised by the Surrey Network of the U3A 

Friday 21 February: 

Astronomy - Moons of Solar System & 

Debunking Moon Landings Controversy; 
David Fishwick & Graham Bryant  
 

David Fishwick & Graham Bryant deal with the 

smaller objects in the solar system, the 

continuing role of the amateur astronomer 

and with one of the most memorable events 

in our lifetimes. The moon landings were one 

of the greatest achievements of mankind. Yet 

despite the existence of so much evidence, a 

vocal community deny that the landings 

occurred.  
 

Friday 20 March: 

Geography and Landscapes of South East 

England  

Dr Geoffrey Mead  
 

South East England has a rich assemblage of 

landscapes whose origins lie in the underlying 

rocks and soils. The sands, clays and 

limestones dictated farming and settlement 

patterns, rural industries and landownership; 

these past activities have a direct link to the 

21st century and a constantly evolving social 

landscape.  This study day looks at 

representative landscapes, both inland and 

coast, in Kent, Sussex and Surrey. 
 

Friday 17 April:  

The Most Famous Pharaoh of Them All -

Tutankhamun, The Boy King; 
Clive Barham Carter 
 

The ancient Egyptian Pharaoh was the last of 

his royal family to rule during the end of the 

18th dynasty; he ruled c. 1334 – 1325 BC. 

His father was the heretical king Akhenaten 

and his mother was his father's sister, identified 

through DNA testing. The 1922 discovery by 

Howard Carter of Tutankhamun's nearly intact 

tomb, funded by Lord Carnarvon, received 

worldwide press coverage. 

Study Days are usually held at the Menuhin 

Hall, Stoke d’Abernon from 9.30am to 

4.00pm. To reserve a place, complete the 

slip on a Study Day form by downloading 

one from the Surrey Network website. Send 

the slip with a cheque for £10 (£12 for non-

members) to the address shown on the 

form enclosing a SAE or email address for 

confirmation. 
 

Planned Study Days for 2020 
 

Friday 15 May:  

Two Centuries of British Design  

Paul Atterbury, Antiques Road Show  

Booking now open 
 

Friday 19 June:  

Understanding Turner - The Man, His Life 

and His Work 

Maria Chester  

Booking now open 

 
Friday 18 September:  

The Art and Objects of the Mughal 

Emperors, from Akbar to Shah Jahan. 

Ursula Weekes 

Booking opens on 1 June  

 

Friday 16 October:   
Industrial Archaeology 

Professor David Perrett 

Booking opens on 1 June  

 
Friday 20 November:  

The Art of Drawing 

Colin Wiggins 

Booking opens on 1 June  

South East Forum Summer School 

 

The South East U3A Forum Summer School will be held at the University of Chichester from 

Monday 15 to Thursday 18 June 2020. Thirteen courses are being offered.   

Flyer 2020 lists all the courses, the full course details are in the Courses Programme 2020 and 

the Booking Form 2020 contains instructions on how to make a booking and send off a deposit 

to secure your place. 

https://u3asites.org.uk/surreyu3anetwork/events
https://u3asites.org.uk/files/s/surreyu3anetwork/docs/sssmallflyer2020revised.pdf
https://u3asites.org.uk/files/s/surreyu3anetwork/docs/summerschool2020completeprogrammeword.pdf
https://u3asites.org.uk/files/s/surreyu3anetwork/docs/summerschool2020bookingformwordv2.pdf


8 

National U3A offers for members 

 

To find out more and book your place on any U3A National event, 

visit the Events section of the website http://www.u3a.org.uk/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Discovering Children's Literature 

 

Monday 30 March, 11.00 to 15.45 
 

The British Library  

£24.00 
 

Join us for a study day in the British  

Library Knowledge Centre theatre to 

hear five experts speak about the history 

of children’s literature. You’ll learn about 

early printed children’s books from the 

18th and 19th centuries, such as Lewis 

Carroll’s ‘Alice’s Adventures 

Underground’, and how they have been 

collected and cared for at the British 

Library. You will hear about the very first 

children’s books and who was reading 

them, the development of animal  

characters in children’s stories, and how  

gender has been represented and 

explored across the genre of children’s  

literature. There will be an opportunity to 

ask questions at the end of the morning 

and afternoon sessions. 

 

Tea and coffee will be served from 

10:30am. 

Close Encounters of an Animal Kind 
 

Thursday 12 March, 11.00 to 15.45 
 

The National Gallery 

£25  
 

When is a cat just a cat? Certainly not at 

the National Gallery, where animals in 

paintings hold a range of meanings and 

are particularly significant for what they 

tell us about ourselves.  

Join National Gallery experts to hear 

about the rich history of animal symbol-

ism in Western art from the Renaissance 

to the present day, in works by artists 

such as Uccello, di Cosimo, Titian, Ho-

garth, Stubbs and Rousseau.  

From paintings of dragons to unicorns 

and ordinary animals, like cats, dogs 

and  

horses, we’ll explore how artists have  

responded to man’s complex and  

changing relationship with the natural 

world.  

 

Lunch and refreshments not provided. 
 

U3A Explores Science through a series of fascinating talks   
 

Monday16 March,13.45 -16.45  

The Royal Institution of Great Britain (Ri)  
£21.50 

 

 

This afternoon session includes a talk by Zoe Griffiths on outrageous statistics: sex, lies and 

surveys.  This talk is your chance to do some very bad statistics yourself, and also how to 

avoid these classic pitfalls. Susan Stepney will answer the question, “Can a slime mould 

compute?” There will be opportunities for other questions.  

http://www.u3a.org.uk/
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Volunteering Opportunities  Ever thought about volunteering to 

help a local charity support people in your local community?  

Citizens Advice Reigate and Banstead are recruiting and in need of your 

help! They have exciting opportunities for volunteer assessors and advisers 

and admin roles.  
 

Their main purpose is to provide free advice to anyone who needs it through face to face  

interviews at the Redhill and Banstead offices, by letter and over the phone. They provide  

advice on any subject, but the most common issues are benefits, debts, employment, housing, 

consumer and personal issues.  Their twin aim is to campaign for positive change at both a local 

and national level. Recent campaigns can be viewed on the website www.carbs.org.uk 
 

Volunteers help by fulfilling a number of roles: Advisor, Trustee, administration and reception  

duties, IT support, form filling, book-keeping, website and newsletter articles and research and 

many other roles. They urgently need someone to take Board meeting minutes. Full training is 

given for all roles and out of pocket expenses are paid. 
 

Please contact Andrea Dunhill, CEO, if you would like to help at adun@carbs.org.uk 

 
 
 

National U3A Day 
 

The very first National U3A Day – celebrating the learning, activity and fun that happens every 

day in U3As across the country – will take place on Wednesday 3 June 2020. 
 

Each U3A has been invited to mark the day by showcasing what they do – from displays, 

parades, flash mobs or performances – the day will show off everything that makes the U3A 

movement so amazing.  
 

The aims are  

• To raise the profile of U3A locally and nationally; 

• To help challenge negative perceptions of older adults; 

• To invite other Third Agers to learn how U3A supports the lives of retired people. 
 

An initial planning group has started to look at possibilities for a range of events in public spaces 

across Reigate and Redhill. Venues are being explored, lists of dignitaries to be invited and 

outlets for publicity considered. 
 

What we need now are ideas and commitments from members and groups about how they 

can engage in the process.  In the past we have held exhibitions and open days to showcase 

the activities of our own U3A. This is something different and more varied and linked to a 

national initiative. We want to stress that this isn’t a recruitment drive, although we may gain 

new members, but a celebration of U3A life. 
 

So, we would like to hear your ideas for celebrating life in U3A through displays, performances or 

happenings.  How could you make the activities of your groups open to others in a public 

place?  Could you link with other groups in producing ideas?  Could we advertise timed 

opportunities for the public to join the Fitness in the Park groups? How about a Boules 

competition? Would any of the music groups be prepared to play? Could we run a language 

café?  Could we perform dramatised readings of Book Group choices in the libraries? How 

about Painting in the Park? All these are ideas that other U3A are planning and have shared 

through a FaceBook page. 
 

The more ideas we have the easier it will be to arrange the venues and get the support of other 

local organisations.   
 

If you have any suggestions or offers to help, please contact Lynne Scott Douglas and Ann 

Weaver (contact details on page 2) 
 

Initial Working Group: Sally Baker, Mike Cockett, Pat Cockett, Tina Pankhurst, Lynne Scott Douglas, Ann 

Weaver. 

http://www.carbs.org.uk
mailto:adun@carbs.org.uk

